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Abstract 
 
The Hong Kong riots of 1967 rocked the city of Hong Kong and threatened the stability of the 
city. The riots were inspired by labor disputes in Hong Kong, the Cultural Revolution taking 
place in mainland China, and by ultra-left wing ideology. The showdown in Hong Kong between 
communist backed rioters, wishing for China to invade Hong Kong, and the Hong Kong colonial 
government, seeking to maintain stability, served as a strategic Cold War political background. 
Through Mao’s Cultural Revolution, China was not only seeking to show its communist 
credentials to the capitalist world, but also to the Soviet Union. With the madness of Mao’s 
Cultural Revolution in China serving as an inspiration to Hong Kong communists, mixed with 
the social concerns of Hong Kong society, Hong Kong soon found itself under siege with riots 
and bombs. But, the terror tactics used by the communists actually had the upset effect, as the 
riots brought the Hong Kong people and the Hong Kong government closer together and allowed 
for massive amounts of social legislation to pass through the Hong Kong government. The Hong 
Kong riots played a crucial part in transforming Hong Kong into the modern city is it today, but 
also played a part in preparing for the handover of Hong Kong to China in 1997.  
 
